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south east coasts are very rich in fish life and the fishing
industry in this area should become more important in the
future Lqunceston lying 40 miles inland at the head of the
tidal waters of the Tamar is the chief port and commercial
centre for the north relying chiefly on the rural industries
of the north of the island Natural climatic advantages for
woollen manufacture have led to the establishment of several
mills Devonport is the outlet for the rich agricultural
Mersey Valley and the chocolate soil country of the region
Burme in addition to its pulp and paper mill has become
the chiefi gateway to the west coast mining areas since the
entrance to Strahan on Macquane Harbour is rather difficult
Scottsdale is the centre of the fertile north eastern agncul
tural and dairy farming area New Norfolk is the nearest
centre to the important newsprint industry now established
at Boyer in the Derwent valley
3   The Murray Darling Basin
The great basin of the Murray and its tributaries lies
mainly within the south eastern elbow of the Great Divide
which forms the mam catchment for the streams of the
system In many respects it constitutes one of the most
important regions of Australia on account of the great
agricultural and pastoral industries carried on in the area
Generally speaking it falls into three divisions (i) the
wheat belt lying nearest the highlands in Victoria and New
South Wales which merges in the upper valleys into a
mixed farming area where dairying and livestock fattening
are of considerable importance The inner margin of the belt
passes into the Mallee country where the greatest extension
of wheat growing took place in the years after the war of
1914-18 although the rainfall rarely exceeds 10 15 inches